Welcome to AP European History!


Fall Semester 2017








Mrs. Costello 

Course Expectations & Projected Reading Assignments


Students are expected to come to class on time and ready to work with appropriate materials (3 ringed binder with paper and folder for handouts, pens, pencils).  AP European History Students should plan to spend between 30 and 90 minutes daily during the school year reading, researching, writing and in other ways preparing for this class according to the weekly assignments. On a weekly basis  students should be prepared to do several of the following:

· write essays, blog entries and/or reaction papers
· prepare for quizzes on the assigned reading
· prepare for quarterly oral or written reports and unit tests

General Expectations

It is expected that you enrolled in AP European History because you have an interest in the subject and have a desire to work at a college level pace with an ultimate goal of passing the AP exam. Our time together will be spent on content, not behavioral distractions. The following classroom guidelines have been set forth with that goal in mind.

1. Respect: Respect your classmates as students of the subject. Listen to their comments, questions, and opinions and treat them as you would like to be treated.

2. Relevance & Sharing: Please share matters of relevance. We all learn better when we can make a personal connection so feel free to raise your hand and ask questions or share stories of relevance.
3. Preparation: Be prepared for class by being on time, having your assignment completed and having your binder, pens and pencils ready to go at your desk when class starts. If your things are on the desk when the bell rings but you are in the bathroom you are still late.

4. Technology: Cellphones must be turned off and put away during class. We have a clock on the wall for checking the time. Possession of cell phones on your desk, in your lap, hand etc. during class will result in phone confiscation, behavioral referrals etc.
5. Personal Needs: Make every attempt to take care of bathroom and water needs prior to or after the class ends. 

6. Attendance: If you were absent, yes – you missed something important. If you have to go to a band or choir lesson, yes – you missed / will miss something important. If you are going on a field trip or know you will be absent ahead of time you are expected to have your work done the following class. If you are absent because of an illness you will have one week to make up missed work without penalty. I will not seek you out; it is your responsibility to come to me. Detailed questions about late or missing work will not be entertained during class – this includes “what will I miss?” for those leaving for band /choir mid class. See me during office or before / afterschool hours to discuss missing or makeup work. Lastly, to be fair to all, students who missed a test or quiz because of an absence but were present for the material leading up to that quiz or test must plan on taking  it  during a study hall or after school on the day they return. Depending on the nature of what we are doing I may send you out during the next class to take the exam rather than require you to stay after school. It is best to check ahead of time! Be ready!
The Readings

Students will be expected to prepare for class by reading / reviewing the following sections of the main text as well as reading the supplements and document packets distributed in class. A number of quizzes, reaction papers, and essays will be given throughout each unit to assess student learning. In addition to these smaller assessments there will generally be 3 tests and 1-2 outside research assignments per quarter.

Main Text: Western Civilization: Jackson J. Spielvogel

Homework: Late homework is not accepted. Homework is given on a regular basis and written on the board during class. Students should have an assignment book or calendar to keep track of assignments. All homework should be typed, spellchecked and original. When there is no written homework there is always reading to do. You should be reading for this class daily.

Grading & Progress reports: Grades are calculated by dividing the total points possible in a quarter by the total points earned. 
All AP courses are weighted for the purpose of class rank on a students transcript.

The AP Exam and the Regents Exam: Students must take the AP Exam in May 2018 in order to receive AP Credit. The test costs approximately $93.00 and is paid for by the student. Students will also take the Global 10 Regents exam to fulfill the requirements for a Regents diploma.

For more information about the exam parents and students should visit the AP website at www.collegeboard.com.
Contact information:

Please contact me whenever you like to check on your progress. I can be reached via email at lcostello@newpaltz.k12.ny.us. I will also be available in room 263 at the end of each day and the social studies office (260) during blocks A-2, A-3 and B-3.
